
The following seminars will be offered during Spring semester 2017 

ART 151-01 & 02 Roots of the Modern World: Art   

We are inundated with images on a daily basis – on our phones, computers, televisions, and 

throughout the public sphere. Largely because of this image overload, however, we often take 

our visual environment for granted, failing to appreciate the decision-making processes that went 

into its design. This course teaches students how to analyze their visual surroundings as complex 

forms of communication, thoughtfully created to convey varying social, political, religious, 

cultural, and commercial values. Moving between group discussions, interactive technology 

workshops, and lectures, students conduct case studies of thirteen works of art and architecture 

(roughly one per week), from Gothic Cathedrals to contemporary Internet-based art practices, 

with an eye toward the relationship between each work’s visual form and historical context. The 

process involves learning not only the basic methods of Art History, but also how to express 

one’s ideas in various types of art-historical writing, such as the exhibition review. Throughout 

the semester, the class will take advantage of the world-class art, architecture, and archives of 

New York City and Manhattan College. 

ENGL 151-01: Roots: The Literature of City Life 

In this First Year Seminar, we will explore the experience of living in cities through a variety of 

literary genres (poetry, fiction, and drama) and also other cultural forms (film, art, and music). 

What defines a “city”?  What meanings have writers and readers made of the image of “the 

city”? And how have these definitions and meanings evolved over time? We will look at a range 

of cities in literature, but we will focus on the one we live in—New York—which we will study 

not only through texts in class, but also through excursions off campus to explore the landscape 

and culture we are reading about. Works to be discussed include Robert Louis Stevenson, Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; Don DeLillo, Falling Man; and Jonathan Larson, Rent. 

ENGL 151-02 Roots of Literature: Haunted Homes 

What distinguishes a house from a home? Both a house and a home are places in which people 

live, but a home is much more than a physical structure; indeed, the word “home” connotes ideas 

of kinship, affection, safety, and belonging. In this First-Year Seminar, we will study classic 



works of literature that feature haunted homes. The authors we will study occasionally situate 

their dramas in a haunted house—with shadowy corners, mysterious noises, and ghostly 

presences—but more often they use realistic settings, characters, and dilemmas to motivate their 

plots. That is, supernatural phenomena, when they do occur, are of secondary concern. Instead, 

the authors investigate a different set of questions: How and why do homes come under threat? 

What causes familial bonds to weaken? What personal or historical traumas can children inherit 

from previous generations? We likely will read the following major works: Shakespeare’s 

Hamlet, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita, and Toni Morrison’s Beloved. 

Shorter works likely will include selections from Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales and stories by 

Edgar Allan Poe, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Edith Wharton. 

GOVT 153-01 Roots: Power and Participation 

We will explore politics as something that we as individuals can participate in, and politics as 

something that we as political scientists can observe, analyze, and understand. The particular 

focus of this First Year Seminar is on the ways that regular people, not elected officials, 

participate in politics, through community activism, movement organizing, and electoral politics. 

Why do people participate? Why do so many people not participate? Is participation effective? 

We will take advantage of some local opportunities to be politically active, or to observe the 

activism of others. 

 

HIST 151-01 Roots: Nationalism and Empire 

This First Year Seminar examines the origin of modern European societies in a global context 

focusing on the theme of Nationalism and Empire.  We will examine how Europe created and 

justified its empires, as well as how the empires shaped and contributed to Europe. One focus 

will be how European ideals undermined their own imperial projects, especially with the rise of 

nationalism in the nineteenth century. At the end of the semester, we’ll look at the process of 

decolonization after World War II and the end of the European empires with a special focus on 

India. 

 

 



LLRN 151-01 Love and War in Ancient Greece: Classical Origins, Modern Retellings 

Through close reading and intensive writing about literary texts from the Classical world, this 

course examines how cultural wars during the rise and fall of the Ancient Greek empire affected 

power relationships in the family and in society at large. By studying representations of gender 

and sexuality in literary, historical, philosophical, and political texts, we will examine the way in 

which cultural and political crises – such as the Trojan War, the Persian Wars, and the 

Peloponnesian Wars – are often explored through personal relationships between men and 

women. This course also investigates the way in which these power dynamics in the culture of 

Ancient Greece have been adapted and retold in the modern era. In addition to studying Classical 

pieces of literature that explore conceptions of gender, sexuality, heroism, and love—such as 

Homer’s The Odyssey, and Sophocles’s Antigone—we will explore how notions of patriarchy, 

orientalism, femininity, masculinity, and even “feminism,” have endured and evolved into the 

modern age. Classical texts will include works by Homer, Euripides, Aristotle, Plato, Sophocles, 

and Aristophanes, among others; Modern texts and films will include work by Charles Mee, 

Margaret Atwood, the Coen brothers, Ang Lee (Yann Martell), Frank Miller (Zach Snyder), 

Debra Granik, and Sarah Ruhl.  

PHIL 152-01 & 02 Roots: Philosophy and Literature 

This course is guided by two fundamental assumptions: first, all great literary works are 

inherently philosophical; second, great works of literature and great works of philosophy can 

complement one another in such a way as to deepen our understanding of both. By comparing 

and contrasting literary works, e.g., Tolstoy’s The Death of Ivan Ilyich, Sophocles’ Antigone, and 

Sartre’s No Exit, with philosophical ones, e.g., Plato’s Apology, Kierkegaard’s Fear and 

Trembling, and Sartre’s The Humanism of Existentialism, we will explore fundamental 

philosophical themes such as self-knowledge, personal identity, and freedom.  

 

PSYC 153-01 Roots: The Adaptive Unconscious 

Why do you do the things you do?  Why do you make the decisions that you make?  Can you 

predict your emotional reactions?  Get ready to find out just how little you actually know about 



yourself through an exploration of the adaptive unconscious.  We will investigate the heuristics 

and the biases that structure our responses to the external world and shape our decision-making; 

we will explore the illusions that make us think we are in control of our behavior and emotions.  

Prepare to doubt yourself and your perception of the world – and by so doing gain a better 

understand the psychology of the mind. 

PSYC 153-02 Roots: Not All Wounds are Visible: The Psychological Effects of Trauma 

The goal of a Roots: Psychology course is to provide you with an explanation and critical 

examination of the field of psychology, which concerns itself with the scientific study of the 

brain, mind and behavior. Students in this class will examine the logic and methods of 

psychological research and engage in analysis of contemporary social issues from the perspective 

of the discipline of psychology. Our specific course theme is psychological trauma, a 

phenomenon that has received greater attention in the aftermath of American military 

interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq.  We will examine the many reactions to trauma – which 

include resilience, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) & posttraumatic growth – as well as 

psychological theories and empirical research that attempts to make sense of these 

reactions.   The course uses psychology research articles, memoirs (David Morris’ The Evil 

Hours), short stories (Phil Klay’s Redeployment), journalistic non-fiction (David Finkel’s Thank 

You for Your Service), films (Joshua Oppenheimer’s The Act of Killing), news magazines, and 

newspapers. 

RELS 152-01: Dismantling Stereotypes of Religion 

This course explores world views on religion but the motives that impel us toward world 

understanding are always varied.   The goal of the course is to dismantle stereotypes of religion 

and identity. We will look at a series of theoretical, scriptural, and contemporary texts from 

Buddhism, Judaism, and Islam.  We will read a novel and a book on Identity entitled; In the 

Name of Identity: Violence and the Need to Belong by Amin Maalouf and Housekeeping by 

Marilynne Robinson to provide a broader and literary understanding of the three religions 

including the various religious tenets in eastern and western experiences.  We will look at how 

scripture is interpreted and appropriated to give meaning to individual lives.  We will discuss 

stereotypes of religions and understand how to dismantle these through narrative, and cultural 



diversity.  We will use media, lived experience, and text to explore the diverse dimensions of 

religion and existential experience.  Religion is an experience and profound aspect of our lives as 

we ask the real and important questions of life and meaning.   

RELS 152-02: Sacred Storytelling: Narrative, Tradition, and the Holy 

Religion is everywhere—our culture reflects a wide variety of religious influences in the way 

people live, speak, dress, eat, and even vote. But religion is not a static, unchanging entity that 

can easily be identified. Instead, religions can be described as processes that transmit and attempt 

to preserve sacred stories.  

In this course, students will examine a variety of religious stories as well as methods of 

storytelling including myth, history, biography, poetry, and memoir, in an effort to understand 

the basic contours of religiosity. They will also produce sacred stories of their own.  

SOC 153-01 Roots: Social Action 

This course examines the rich history of movements for human rights, peace, and social change 

in the U.S.  We will also consider examples of social action today and what it means to be 

involved in the work for social justice. 

SOC 153-02 Roots: Unmasking the Structure of Power  

This First Year Seminar is dedicated to understanding barriers that come from race and gender. 

Here, exploring diversity is a means of enriching knowledge and thinking critically while 

discouraging marginalization and oppression. As engaged students of sociology, you will focus 

on broadening your intellectual horizons, fostering lifelong learning skills, developing as leaders 

of tomorrow, promoting community involvement, and instilling an appreciation of world 

cultures. We will do so by discussing, reading, and examining cultural artifacts, social 

movements, and theorizations around categories of power - race and gender - and hopefully lead 

to a re-thinking of these categories through their grounding in particular localities, practices, 

truths, and histories. This course nurtures cultural competence by celebrating the rich diversity of 

our communities and welcoming the participation of all. 

 


